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Joer, G H. 13, 

Therefore alſo naw, ſaith the Lord, turn ye even 
to me with all your heart, and with faſting, 
and with weeping, and with mourning ; And 

= rent your heart, and not your garments, and 

nf turn unto the Lord your God; for he is gra- 
cin and merciful, flow to anger, and of great 
kindneſs, and repenteth him of the evil. 
| 


N the former part of this prophecy, the 


an army of locuſts,* ſo numerous, as to 
deſtroy all the fruits of their land. The land 
2s as the garden of Eden before them, and be- 
ind them a deſolate wilderneſs ; yea, and-nothing 
: eſcape them. f But as all the threatenings 
A of 


: Jadzi putant in diebus Joel tam + Innes Lodi 
rum ſuper ſudzam veniſſe multitudinem, ut cuncta complerent, 
et non dicam frnges, ſed ne vinearum quidem et arborum 
cortices, ramoſque demitterent, ita ut omni virore conſumpto 


wentes arborum rami, et ſicca vinearum flagella remanerent. 
Hieron. in Joel. v. 6. 


* 


F Joel ii. 3. 


Lord threatens the e⁰ii Nation with 


„ 
of God to puniſh ſinners, whether nations, or 
individuals, are always on a ſuppoſition that 
they continue impenitent; the prophet takes 
occaſion to exhort them to immediate and 
hearty repentance, that they might avert 
thoſe terrible judgments with which they 
were threatened. Therefore alſo now, ſaith 
s the Lord, tuyn ye even to me with all your heart, 
and with faſting, and with weeping, and with 
mourning; and rent your heart, and not your 
garments, and turn unto the Lord your God; for 
he is gracious and merciful, flow to anger, and of 
great kindneſs, and repenteth him of the evil, 
A day of grace, in which God will admit 
true penitents to pardon, always precedes 2 
day of vengeance. He neyer puniſhes with 
rigour and fury, till all the gracious methods 
of his providence (for the reformation of 
mankind) have proved eventually, vain and 
ineffectual. He is gracious and merciful, ſis 
to anger, and of great kindneſs: And, in com- 
paſſion to his rebellious creatures, tries if his 


long-ſuffering will bring them to repentance.* 


O Feruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killef# tit 
pre 


In Matthew Kxiii, 2 * 


5 


; | prophets, and one ſt them which are ſent unto 


= thee, how often would I have- gathered thy 
= children together, even as a hen gathereth her 


chickens under her wings, and ye would not 


And then, as a conſequence of their re- 


fuſing the means of grace, our compaſ- 
fionate Redeemer adds Behold your houſe.* 


The temple, which is now your houſe, not 


| EX | God's: Is left unto you deſolate.---Forſaken of 
4 | God and his Chriſt, and ſentenced to utter 
deſtruction. Our Lord ſpake this as he was 
1 going out of the temple for the laſt time. 
2 | Another inſtance of the long-ſuffering of God, 
: | we have in the book of Genefis—f When 
== God ſaw that the wickedneſs of man was great 

n lle earth, and that every imagination of the 
3 | thoughts of his heart was only evil continually, 
lit repented the Lord that he had made man on 
We the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 
4 — p Where- 
* Matthew xxiii. 38, + Gen. vi. 5, 6, 7. 


5 | This is not to be underſtood, as if Cod had conceived any 
=—_ 'czrt at any thing that he had done wrong, or that he repents 


3 
CEP: 


_ EXF7% ſtep that he had made, as a man does when he per- 


= vc he has committed an error. Cod is not capable of re- 


: Pentance i this ſence, But ſometimes he changes his conduct to- 
4 wards thoſe that are unfaithful to him, and after having treated 


| : BY em with mercy, he correct them with ſeverity, as if he had 
5 |  repented 
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Wherefore, The Lord ſaid, I will deſtroy man, E 
whom I have created. *Behold 1, even I, « YG 

bring a flood of waters upon earth, to deſtroy al F 
Fleſh. But, before the Lord put this threaten- 
ing in execution, he was pleaſed to ſend Noah 1 

who had found grace in his eyes, and was a þ | 
preacher of righteouſneſs, to warn them cf 
the approaching deluge, and allowed them : | 

the ſpace of one hundred and twenty year | 
to repent in. | 


2 RN 
r * 
6 . 
3 . 


Alſo before God ſent the I/raelites to de. 
ſtroy utterly, and to drive out the Anorits WW 
from the land of Canaan; though they were 
the moſt wicked people that ever exiſted, 
given to idolatry, and all kinds of vice and 
immorality, which they praiſed in the fig 
of the ſun: This people, wicked and abandor-| 
ed as they were, God was pleaſed to bea 
with four hundred years; and the reaſon be 
: | aſſigned 


* 5 2 


2 


repented of what he had before done in their favour. iſa Os * 
3s ſaid to repent of the evil he was about to inflitt, when moot = 
with compaſſion towards the miſerable, or intreated by tt 1 | 
prayers, he remits the puniſhment of their ſins, or does not w 22 
ecute the threatnings he had made againſi them: Thus it i * : | 
#n the Pſalms, that he repented according to the multitude 0 . g 
his mercies, Pſal. cvi. 45. Jer. xvii. 8. * Gen. vi. 17 Ws 

| CRUDEN'S ConcorDart 1 k 
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Z 4 | BE 4 his long-ſuffering was- The ini- 
17% of the Amorites is not yet full. Hence 
appears the long- fuffering of God to bring 


nations tO T epentancc. 


Men nations have repented, in compli- 
| ance with the Divine warning, God has ſo de- 
HE the execution of his threatened judge- 
ments, that it has been ſaid of him, in the lan- 
E se of Scripture He repented him of the 
evil. Witneſs the caſe of the Ninevites.— 
Iwben God ſent his Prophet Jonali with this 
ag meſſage, I Yet forty days and Nine- 

. WW... ſhall be overthrown; becauſe the Ninevites 

; believed the report of his ſervant, proclaimed 

a Faſt, and ſhewed other ſigns of repentance 

and humiliation ; particularly, when they 

turned d every one from his evil way, and from 

Fhe violence that was in their hands.---He (God) 

| Fepented of the evil that he had aid that he would 
5 3 h unto them, and he did it not. Here I would 

fl : iv that God's decree to deſtroy || Nine- 

WP hot great city, wherein were more than fix 

4 I core thouſand perſons 8 could not d zſcern be- 

oy tween 
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: * Gen, xv. 16. + Exod, xxxii. 14. þ7 Jonah iii. 4. 
Jonah iii. 10. Jonah iv. 11 
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tween their right hand and their left hand, muſt F 
have been a conditional decree. And, who 
will ſay, that the condition by which God's 1 i 
decree was reverſed, and the city ſpared, was 4 5 
not repentance ?---What an example for us! 
The judgements of the Lord are now abroad 
in our land: but, if we become truly humble I + 
on account of our ſins (the true cauſe of every 3 

evil, whether moral or natural) and repent in 

duſt and aſbes, the Lord will ſay unto ou WY 

haughty foes, (who delight in war, and our 

deſtruction) as he once ſaid to the waters of 

the great deep, * Hitherto ſhalt thou come, bu | 

n further; and here ſhall thy proud waves le 

ſtayed. — This my brethren would be an happy, | 
and it is a much to be wiſhed for event: but 

it is an event we cannot reaſonably look for, 1 T 
without an immediate and hearty repentance. WW 

It would be contrary to the general ſcheme 1 : 
of God's known providence. Where are the Wl 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah? God's vindic- „ 

tive juſtice has overtaken them, and now the) WW 

lie in 2ſhes.—— Where is T Babylon, once _ 


tle 
'* Job xxxviii, 11. Þ Ifa. xiii. 19. = 
+ A Traveller, who, in 1574, paſſed through the place ©” | 


5 5 - 6 it in 7 7 | 
where this once famous city ſtood, ſpeaks of the ruins of 2 T1 


(44 
the ghry of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chat: 
dees excellency? It is * become a deſulation 
among the nations, — Where is Tyre, once Þ a 
mart of nations ? It is become + ike the top 
of a rock; & it is a place to ſpread nets upon. 
And what could be the cauſe of ſuch dread- 
ful calamities?—It was fin, my brethren. 
|| Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation; but ſin is a 
reproach to any people, God ſometimes ſuffers 
very 


= the following manner: The ſoil is fo dry and barren, that 
= they cannot till it; and fo naked that | could never have be- 
2 lie ved, that this powerful city, once the moſt ſtately and re- 
IE nowned in all the world, and ſiiuated in the fruitful country 
of Shinar, could have ſtood there, had | not ſeen, by the ſitu- 
ation of the place, by many antiquities of great beauty, 
which are to be ſeen round about, and eſpecially, by the old 
bridge over the Euphrates, whereof ſome piles and arches of 
incredible ſtrength, are {till remaining, that it certainly did 
ſtand there. CALMET's DICTIONARY. 


Jer. I. 23. + Iſa. xxiii. 3. 1 Ezek. xxvi. 14. 


F Its preſent inhabitants are only a few poor wretches, 
harbouring themſelves in vaults, (for there is not one entire 
= Houle left) ſubſiſting chiefly upon fiſhing, and preſerved in this 
4+] place, as it were, by providence, for a viſible argument of 
| God's having fulfilled his word concerning Fyre, viz. That it 
| ſhould be as the top of a rock, a place for Fiſhers to dry their 

nets on, Ezek. xxvi, 14.—See, Mr. Maundrell's journey 


Y : | from Aleppo to Jeruſalem, 


| | Rom. xiv. 34. 


— 


a 


very ſingular judgments to fall upon parti- 
cular places, or individuals, as an example 
to Others; an inſtance of which we have in 
thoſe eighteen upon whom the tower of Siloam 
fell, and flew them; not that they were funners 
above all men that dwelt in Feruſalem, but God 


choſe to puniſh thoſe few, as an example to 


the reſt; to enforce which, he has left upon 


record, * except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe 
peryfo. | 


When nations, kingdome, or individuals, 
will not repent, but abuſe the patience and 


long: ſuffering of God; he at length propor- 


tioneth his vindictive viſitations to the length 
of time that hath been granted to avert them. 
Of this we have an eminent inſtance in that 
nation, who were the peculiar people of God. 
The Jeuiſb nation (ſays a French refugee +) 
* was guilty of an innumerable multitude of 
e the moſt atrocious crimes. It had not only 
* not profited by the earneſt exhortations of 
* thoie extraordinary men, whom Heaven 
had raiſed up to rectify its miſtakes, and re- 

| form 


Luke xili. 5. + M. Saurin. 


CE IF} 
e form its morals: but it had riſen up againſt, 
c and treated them as enemies of ſociety, and 
« difturbers of the peace of mankind. When 
« they-faithfully reproved the exceſſes of its 
« princes, they were accuſed of oppoſing the 
e king's authority: When they attacked ſuch 
«© Errors as were in credit with the miniſters 
« of religion, they were charged with reſiſt- 
40 ing religion itſelf; and under thoſe fair, 
« but unjuſt pretences, they were frequently 
put to death. Witneſs the prophets Iſaiah 
« and Jeremiah, the apoſtle St. James, and 
« Jeſus Chriſt himſelf — God often exhorted 
« that nation to turn from its evil ways, and 
*« urged the moſt tender, as well as the moſt 
« terrible motives to repentance. One while 
< he loaded it with benefits, and another while 
cc he threatened | it with puniſhments. Some- 
« times he ſupported. the authority of his meſ⸗- 
© ſages by national judgments. Sermons . 
ec Were enforced by peſtilence and famine, 2 

« and exhortations re-echoed by baniſhmenr 

«and war: And yet all thoſe means, both 

we and frequent, proved eventually, 


* yain and ineffectual. When they cauſed 
| | | cc an 
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( 12 ) 


an alteration, it was only an apparent, or 


* a momentary change, which vaniſhed with 


< the violent means that produced it. The 
* Jewith nation was always the ſame. Al- 
ce ways a ſtiff- necked and rebellious nation; 


* an enemy to truth, and in love with falſe- 
* hood and error; averſe to reproof, and 


ce athirſt for the blood of its prophets.” — 


But at length, the vengeance of God overtook 
that rebellious nation, and brought upon it 


the greateſt calamities that ever befell any 


people. If a nation will not repent God will 


* whet his glittering ſword, and his hand will 


take hold on judgment, he will reward them that 
hate him. He will make his arrows drunk with 


blnd, and his ſword ſhall devour fleſh, — Theſe 


Words, dreadful as they may appear, were 


well nigh literally fulfilled with reſpect to the 


Jews. When Veſpaſian beſieged Jeruſalem 


on every fide, not only the ſword of an ene- 
my was againſt them, but the ſpirit of faction 
and diviſion was ſo previlent among them- 


| ſelves, that every man's ſword was againſt 


his Ne, horrible to tell, the fa- 
mine 
* Dut. xxxii. 47, 42. 


(13) 
mine was ſo dreadful, that there was an in- 
ſtance of a woman eating the offspring of her 


con body; thereby remarkably fulfilling that 
prophecy of Moſes, + The tender and delicate 


woman among you, which would not adventure. 
to ſet the ſole of her foot upon the ground for de- 


icateneſs, her eye ſhall be evil towards her young 


one that cometh out from between her feet, and 
towards her children which ſhe ſhall bear; for! 


he ſhall eat them for want of all things ſecretly 


in the fiege and ftraitneſs wherewith thine 
enemies ſhall diflreſs thee in thy gates. Well 
then might our Lord ſay, & Moe unto them that 
are with child, and to them that give ſuck in 


thoſe days. The fury of the Roman ſoldiers 


was ſo great, that nothing but their utter de- 
ſtruction as a nation, could appeaſe them. 
Jeſephus ſays, that Titus, the Roman gengral, 
would gladly have preſerved the Temple, 
e and when it was ſet on fire by a private ſol- 
dier, who thought himſelf actuated by a Di- 
Vine zmpulſe, he exerted himſelf to the utmoſt 
of his Poe both by wards and ſigns, in 


| giving 
+ Dut. xxviii. 56, | 57. Fi 9 Mat. xxiv. 19. ; 


IE 

giving directions to ſtop the progreſs of the 
flames; but all his efforts were vain: So vio- 
lent was the rage of the ſoldiers for revenge, 
that they were not reſtrained within the 
bounds of their duty, either by the motives 
of reſpect or fear. So that, in the end, the 
Temple was deſtroyed, notwithſtanding every 


generous effort that Titus had made for its 
protection,” * | 
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Thus the Temple of God, and the City of 
Feruſolem were overthrown, and theſe words 
of our Lord moſt punRually fulfilled, + there 
Holl not be left here one flone upon another, that 
Holl not be thrown down. For, after the 
Temple was burnt, Titus ordered the very 
foundations of it to be dug up; after which, 
the ground on which it ſtood was eee, 
up by Ti urnus 8 
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w es reads Joſephus, obſerves the 
blood that was ſpilt, and the lives that were 
taken in the City and Temple of Jeruſalem ; 
together 


* Joſephus, de Jud. Bell. book vii. chap. 10. F Mat. XXiv. 2. 


( 15) 
together with the digging up of the very 
foundations of the walls of the Houſe 'of 
God, and the * ploughing of the ground 
where it once ſtood, certainly cannot re- 
quire a ſtronger proof that God is in ear- 
neſt, when he threatens the deſtruction of 
impenitent nations. 


And now, my brethren, turning the eye 
of my mind upon ourſelves, J cannot but 
think that the fate of the Jews ought to 
alarm us of Great Britain; to awaken us 
from our ſupineneſs and vain ſecurity; eſpe- 
cially at preſent, when the bayonet and the 
ſword are fo often ſheathed in the bowels of 
our Fellow-Creatures; the earth ſhook, and 
the heavens rent, with the thunder of the de- 
Aructiyxe cannon.—Fields of war, and gar- 
ments rolled in blood: the mournful cries of 
the orphan and the widow, deprived of their 
only ſupport and comfort, are loud and awful 


calls 


* ſam ſeges eſt, ubi Troja fait, reſecandaque falce, . 
Luxuriat Phrygio ſangnine pinguis hamas, 
Semiſepulta virũm curvis feriuntur aratris 
Olla: ruinoſas oeeulit herba domas. 


Ovid. Epiſt. i. line «2. 


„ 


676) 

calls to repentance; addreſſing Great-Britain, 
like the voice that was heard proceeding from 
the holy place, ſome days before the deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem, crying, Let us go hence, let 
as go hence —Such a voice ſeems now to be 
addreffing us. Let us then unbolt the door 
of our hearts, unſtop our ears, take the alarm, 
and go hence from our ſms. Let us give up our 


nuine faith in the Redeemer, Atheiſm and 
Deiſm (fo prevalent among us) for the religion 
of Chrift and his Apoſtles. Let us rent our 


the Lord our God; that the judgment which 
threatens us may be turned away.— This is 
certainly our duty ; nay, 1 had like to have 
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to the ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong. And 


expect? Þ For if the word ſpoken by angels was 


fed faßt (fays the Apoſtle) and every trenſgreſ- 
ion and diſobedience received a juſt recompence 
of reward; how ſhall we eſcape if we neglect ſo 

| | | great 


— 


* Ecc. IX. II. + Heb. ii. 2, 3. 


iniquity for repentance, our infidelity for ge- 


heart, and not our garments, and turn unto 


ſaid our only expedient: for * The race is not 


without ſuch an expedient, what may we not 


N 


679 


great ſalvation, which at the firft began to be 
ſpoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by 


them that heard him 2 If God fo ſeverely pu- 
niſhed the Few!/h nation under the law, ſhall 
he not much rather puniſh us of this land, 
who are favoured with the far ſuperior privi- 
leges of the goſpel ? Can we think ourſelves 


ſecure from the combined powers of France 
and Shain, the natural, and avowed enemies 


of our nation and religion, while iniquity of 


every ſpecies, like a venomous Hydra, hiſſes 
all around us? Can we think God will-pro- 
tect, and fight our battles for us, when he is 
every where affronted and diſhonoured? And 
now, as much as at the beginning of our 
_ troubles. What reformation has yet taken 
place among us? Has one fingle-article of 


* luxury been retrenched,” (ſays a worthy 
＋ Prelate in his ſermon upon the laſt Gene- 


ral Faſt) one favourite vice renounced, one 
place of amufement, one ſchool of de- 


* bauchery or of gaming ſhut up.” Are maſ- 
querades aboliſhed, or brothels leſs frequent- 
To — 

+ Biſhop of Cheſter, 


„ 


1 180 


ed? Is it not yet polite and faſhionable to ü 


appear at the gaming-table, and drink the 1 
midnight cup? Is not the number of divorces 4 
daily increaſing, and with them, debauchery _ 1 
and lewdneſs? Ah! how many Sardanapa- 
luſes, eſpecially among the gay and the great, 


are now in our land? - But, while Jam point- 
ing my diſcourſe at the Grandees of our nation, | 
the conſciences of the lower claſs of people = 
are perhaps unaffected. Like the adulterous E 
woman-mentioned by Solomon, they may eat = 


and wipe their mouth, and ſay, *I have done 
no wickedneſs : 1 ſhall therefore addreſs my- 
ſelf to you. And, while I am ſpeaking of 


ſome of our crying and moſt prevailing fins, 
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let every individual aſk his own heart, how- 
much he hath contributed to increaſe the guilt 
of the nation. 


1ſt. The firſt fin I ſhall mention, and 
which is as a fountain from whence all the 

reſt do ſpring, is, contempt of God and Religion. 

Solomon ſays, Fools make a mock at fin. How 


— —— 


. 
we. ; > 1 * = 
— a .... 1 Boo? hee nant, O07 rn, 
—— - wa 4-0 Hh FRET 9 
S ccc 
— — — — — 


many ſuch are among us? Who deſpiſe and 


| ridicule 
Proverbs xxx. 29. 


— 


(i9) 

ridicule the very appearance of piety, Who 
ſcarce, or never have God in all their thoughts. 
Who live, as tho” there were neither an Hea- 
ven to reward, nor an Hell to puniſh them, a 
death to encounter, nor a judgement to ap- 
pear at. They and their families, are with- 
out prayer and devotion, either in public, or 
in private: either in their houſes as Maſters, 
or in their cloſets as Chriſtians. They pay 
no acknowledgments to that adorable Being, 
who made, and continually preſerves them; 
except perhaps once a week in a formal round 
of duties, when decency, or the cuſtom of the 
place, obliges them to reſort to the church. — 
And, how many more are there, who, al- 
though they frequent public worſhip on the 
Lord's Day, yet never partook of the commu- 
nion of the body and blood of Chriſt. Never re- 
newed their covenant vows with their Saviour, 
nor once reflected on the love of God, in 
ſending Feſus Chrif? into the world to ſave ſin. 
ners. And yet, how many of thoſe are vain 
enough to imagine themſelves good Chri- 
ſtians: while they are but hearers of the word, 
and not doers of it alfo, deceiving their ownſehves? 


B Who 


11 0 4 
Who (to RY the expreſſion of the prophet 3 ; 
Ezekiel) * come unto us as the people cometh, and 1 
they ſit before us as God's people, and they hear 
our words, but they will not do them; for with YG 
their mouth they ſhew much love, but their heart 
gocth after their covetouſneſs. | 


2dly. The contempt of God and religion, 16 1 
followed by c vw * ſwearing and blaſ- 
phemy. 


This horrid practice is ſo much in faſhion, 5 
and become fo very general and prevalent, : 
that (if we confider how little can be ſaid in 
defence of it) one would not think it had 
been forbidden, but commanded. A Few 
would have been ſtruck with the deepeſt 
amazement and regret at ſuch infernal oaths BW 
and imprecations as are uttered by Chriſtians WF 
without horror and remorſe. And, as if the 1 
common modes of ſwearing grew tireſome Wi 
by repetition, they are continually diverſity- Z , 
ing their phraſes with ſuch a ftrange ch WW; 
lection of new-invented oaths, that one Y t/ 
would be apt to conclude they make it their Wi 
ſtudy 


* Ezek. xxxili. 31. 


£ 


1 
ſtudy to diſhonour the name of God, and 
ſtrive who ſhall be moſt eloquent in pro- 
faning it &. The bold ſwearer importunes 
God to hear him, and challenges the AE 
mighty to judge and puniſh his wickedneſs. 
Hence no wonder that a common practice 


; 8 | of it brings down public judgements; and 
WE that, as the Prophet proclaimed of old, be- 
cauſe of ſwearing the 185 mourneth, 


A adly. Another vice, and no leſs common 
9 | among us, is Drunkenneſs---elſe what mean all 
3 W thoſe meetings for the ſake of it? © Where, 
at the expence of health, ſtrength, and 
a | © fortune, and every confideration that can 
L El * be near or dear, we ſee the drunkard 
& © continually filling himſelf with ſtrong 
drink, pouring in, as it were, liquid fire, 
chat he may thirſt and drink, and thirſt 
_ *and drink again . „Like thoſe men- 
Ho toned by the Prophet, f + Come ye, ſay they, 
: 1 will fetch wine, and we will fill our ſelves 
. with rong drink, and to-morrow ſhall be as 
N this day, and much more abundant. This is 
= B 2 One 


* See Lyttleton's ſermon againft ſwearing. 
＋ Haweis's ſermons. + 1A. lvi. 12. 


(22) 
dne of thoſe crying fins that bring down 
wrath upon a nation, eſpecially when it be- 
comes fo general and 'epidemical a vice. 
And alas! if we look around us, what city, 
town, Or. village is there—what market, 

mecting, Or fre, that 1s not defiled with 

drunkenneſs? And when fin grows thus na- 
tional, it uſually brings down national judge- Wl 
mens, , 


4thly. To this conimon vice we may add 
that of Lewdneſs. 


How many Debauchees are there in defiance 
of all laws, human and divine ? What town, 
or country village wants inſtances of this? C 
thou ſlave to ſenſuality! I wiſh I could make 
thee bluſh, and hide thy face for ſhame. 
e With bars and bolts, with obſcurity ans 
6e darkneſs, and complicated precautions 
thou hideſt thyſelf from the eyes of men, that 
thou mayeſt with more falſe ſecurity, defi 
the temple of God, and make the members f 
Chrift, the members of an harlot. But I forbeit 


o ſay more; * for it is a ſhame (lays the 


Apoſtle 
» Eph, vi. 12. 


8 13 


( 23) 
Apoſtle) even to ſpeak of thoſe things which 
are dane of them in ſecret, But * ſhall not I 
vifit for theſe things? ſaith the Lord: Shall 
not my foul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this 2 


The catalogue of our national fins is al- 
ready too long, but may we not add, 


cthly. That common practice of lying, cheat=. 
ing, and flandering? Which renders us a pro- 
per object for the vengeance of God, How 
: bo applicable to us are the words of the prophet 
1 Jeremiah? + They will deceive every one his 
7 | neighbour, and will not ſpeak the truth ; They 
Wo love taught their tongue to ſpeak lies, and weary 
themſelves to commit iniquity. T heir tongue is as 
wn arrow ſbotout; it ſpeaketh decet : One ſpeak- 
= peaceably to his neighbour with his mouth, but 
W 7! heart he layeth his watt. Shall 7 not viſit them 
= for theſe things 2 Sarth the Lord : Shall not my 
1 | foul be avenged on 925 uch a nation as this: ? 


While I have been reriting the black liſt of 
our moſt common and prevailing fins, have 
5 3 00 not 

* Jer. ix. 9. + Jer. ix. 5, 8, 9. 


( 24 ) 


not your conſciences, my brethren, accuſed 


vou of rather increaſing, than diminiſhing the 


guilt of the nation ?—* Who can ſay, I have 
made my heart clean, I am pure from my fin ?— 
Who can ſay, I have always been conſtant 
and regular in my devotions to God, and haye 


never been guilty of irreverence to his 


name? Who can ſay, I have never run to 
exceſs in the enjoyment of God's bleſſings, 
but haye ever kept my inferior appetites in 

ſubjection to my reaſon ?--Who can ſay, I 
| have never been guilty of injuſtice to my 
neighbour, or of injuring his reputation by 
malicious ſlanders? No one I am confident, 
that impartially conſults his conſcience, will 


dare to juſtify himſelf before God, and ſay, 


e never. offended in any of thoſe in- 
< ſtances,” — Muſt not every individual then, 
take ſhame to himſelf, and acknowledge, 
that more or leſs, he has added to the num- 
ber of our national fins, and ſwelled the black 
catalogue of our crimes? And, in ſuch 2 
caſe, ought we not to ſay with the Pſalmiſt? 


If 


* Proverbs xx. 9, 


458 


e 


T (a. 
* if thou Lord, wilt be extreme lo q mark what is 
1 done my” O Lord, who may abide it? 


BE Hf the obſervation be juſt, that the _— 
2 £1 neſs or miſery of nations, is always in propor- 
on to the righteouſneſs or | wickedneſs of 
= them (as both ſacred and profane hiſtory in- 
1 form us) ſurely we of this land, have reaſon 
6 to expect the worſt that can befall us.--Al- 
4 | ready does a moſt cruel, and. unnatural war 
diſtract this once proſperous empire: And, a 


1 perfidious enemy, the enemy of our nation 
and religion, has dared to ride with bravado 
A tin Albioa's channel, and threaten us with in- 
L afion.—What courſe ſhall we ſteer then, or 
I what road purſue? How ſhall we appeaſe 
= Deity, who has perhaps ſaid in his anger, 
word go through this land, and be ſatiate with - 
. 2 How ſhall we deliver ourſelyes, or eſ- 
Pape the danger that threatens us? The pro- 
* F will inform us. ＋ At what in. 
Pant I. ball ſpeak concerning a nation, and con- 
1 a kingdom, to pluck up, and to Pull down, 
* to . t : If that nation 3 nft whoin I 
have 


* Pſalms exxx. 3, + Jer. xvili. 7, 8, 
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the objects upon whom God ſhould pour the Z 


borders of their garments, but with the difpot: | 


626) 
have pronounced, turn from tkeir evil, I will re. 9 
pent of the evil that I thought to do unto them.—. I | 
What can be more evident then, than that if 4 | 
we are deſtroyed, our deſtruction is of our- B 
ſelves? But Oh! as we would not wiſh to be A + 


vials of his wrath, let us avert our danger, by 


true and ſincere repentance. A repentance ll 


that may make us forſake fin, ſo as never to 4 $ 
turn to it again, Let us wait upon God in = 
prayer; not with the diſpoſition of thoſe who | 1 
* make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge ie 


tion of the Royal Pſalmiſt; + Try me, O Gul, | 
and ſeek the ground of my heart; prove me, a 
examine my thoughts. Look well if there be ay 
way of wickedneſs in me - and lead me in the ud 3 2 


everlaſting. No if ſuch a reformation as ths Wl 


were general, what happy effects would i 9 
ſoon produce? But, whether others turn t : 8 
God, or continue in their iniquity ; if v* 
act as wiſe ſervants, and approve ourſelves t 15 
our great Maſter, by true repentance, and rei i ; 
amendment of life; if we ſeek with all 0" 
heart, to obtain peace with God through J gj ' } 


Matthew xxiii. 5. + Pſalms exxxix. 23, 24 


Ciriſt, Our labour ſhall not be in vain; we 
ſhall obtain the, pardon of our own fins; and, 
tho we may be afflicted with the wicked in 
this world, we ſhall ſurely eſcape thoſe heavy 
judgments, which the righteous vengeance of 
God, will be ſure to inflict on the finally im- 


penitent, in the world to come. For the Lord 
is gracious and merciful, ſlow to anger, and of 
great kindneſs, and repenteth him of the evil, 


What effect now, ought the knowledge of 
the goodneſs and long-ſuffering of God. tao 
have upon us? Becauſe a ſpace is allowed for 
repentance, ſhall we continue in impeni- 
tency ? Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work ig 
not executed ſpeedily : Shall we. therefore ſet 
our hearts to do evil? Becauſe God is ſlow to 
anger, ſhall we continue to provoke him? 
God forbid! Let us not deſpiſe the riches of 


bis goodneſs, and forbearance and lang-ſuffering ; 


but let a ſenſe of his unmerited love, lead us 
to repentance. For, my Brethren, the patience 
of God which yet endureth, will ſhortly. be 


no more. The year which the maſter of the 


vineyard grants at the interceſſion of the 
| dreſſer 


= 


(238) 
drefler, to try whether a barren fig-tree can 
be made fruitful, will expire, and then it 
muſt be cut down. Do not deceive your- 
ſelves, God is not, nor can be mocked; his 
long-ſuffering muſt produce in the end, 
either your converſion, or your deſtruction. 


The land of our Nativity is peculiarly fa- 
voured with the light and preaching of the 
Goſpel, which will be a * Javour of death 
anto death; or a ſavour of I ife unta life, to all 


vrho hear it. To thoſe who have repentance ; 


toward God, and that faith toward our Lord Je- 


ſus Chrift, which produces good works, ie 


will be a ſaveur of life unto life. Should the 
people of Great-Britain then be found in that 


number, He 5* who knows the ſucceſs of the 


* yarious plans which at preſent exerciſe the 


* ſpeculations of the greateſt geniuſſes, and 


te which occaſion an infinite number of dif- 
c ferent opinions among politicians,” will not 
fail to fulfil his + promiſe, and fo prevent our 
ruin; for ruin and devaſtation muſt enſue, 
ſhould we be at the mercy of a people, ſo 


very oppoſite in points of religion, and ſo 


athirſt 


3. Cor. ii. 165. Jer. xviii. 8. 


. ( 29 ) 
athirſt for perſecution *. It is but too well 
known that, i Popery has ever been accom- 
panied with an invariable hatred to proteſtan- 


um. But, my Brethren, when that happy 


period ſhall commence, in which Antic hriſt 
ſhall be caſt down, and the air reſound with 
that comfortable exclamation, * Babylon the 
Great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habi- 
tation of devils, and the hold of every foul ſpirit !. 
The ſurvivors of her ruins may be happy in 
contemplating that, The myftery of iniquity f, 
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER 
OF HARLOTS, and her invariable hatred to 
Proteſtantiſm, have met with one common 

. grave. 


The famous Mr. Claude, Paſtor of the church at Claren- 
ton, near Paris, who wrote à defence of the reformation in- 
France, ſays, “They (the Catholics) caſt ſome (of the Proteſt. 
ants) into large fires, and took them out when they were 
half roaſted. They hanged others with large ropes under 
their arm-pits, and plunged them ſeveral times into wells, till 
they promiſed to renounce their religion. They tied them 
like criminals on the rack, and poured wine with a funnel in 
to their mouths, till, being intoxicated, they declared that 
they conſented to turn Catholics. Some they ſlaſhed and cut 
with penkaives, ſome they took by the noſe with red hot 
tongs, and led them up and down the rooms till they pro- 
miſed to turn Catholics.” Theſe cruel proceedings made 
£1ght hundred thouſand perſons quit the kingdom. 


* Rev. Xviii. 2. + Rev. xvii. 5. 
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( 39 ) 
gtave. But, àsvatious Tevolutions may taka 
| ace; before all things confpite to produce 


— 


ſuelr in event, let us for the preſent rely 
H we forfake our fins, iſe every oris!? 


ap means, offetifive ant defenſive; and truſt 
in God for ſucceſs, ho w will! be 4 H 19 


7 


chſer FOR 2 brother. O thae 5 dye 


mip lexporicice this by an immediate refor- 
mation of life and manners! Otharthoſe her- 
rible tzimes be extirpated; vv Heh are 


the | fare ER and rg Pri 


in 
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